
Certified Seed or
Common?

You know what you need…
make sure you get it!

Brad Pinkerton
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What is Certified Seed?
What are your forage needs.
Do you know what you are getting?
New traits.
Current Breeding Efforts
Can you justify the added cost?



Production of Certified Alfalfa
Seed

Foundation or breeder seed is planted
No alfalfa on the field for the previous two
years.
Must be164 feet isolation from other
alfalfa plants.
You can harvest Certified seed for 8 years
The field must be inspected by CFIA

This is a cost to the producer



Production of Certified Alfalfa
Seed

CFIA measures
isolation.
weeds present-noxious and inseparable
other crop present
Off-types present.

If everything passes, then an orange Crop
Certificate is issued.





Production of Certified Alfalfa
Seed

Combines should be cleaned out
The seed grower is taking on certain
liabilities.
All seed growers must protect themselves
from contamination issues with other
varieties.



Production of Certified Alfalfa
Seed

Seed is tested for purity and germination
Seed must be cleaned at an accredited
facility.
Certified Seed must meet higher
standards than Common seed.
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Certified Seed

Has a paper trail
Steps are taken to protect genetic purity
Higher purity standards



Certified Seed Tag



What are your needs?

You know what you need from your
alfalfa!
1,2,3,4 cuts
4,5,6,7, 12 year old stand
Dairy hay or beef quality
Grazing or haying



You know what you need!

Who wants a solid 3 cut alfalfa?



You know what you need!

Who is seeding down a tough piece of
dirt, therefore wants this alfalfa stand to
last as long as possible?



You know what you need!

Who wants Dairy quality hay, and wants
the stand to last at least 5 years?



Do you know what you are
getting?

Common seed could be anything!
It could have come from a seed
multiplication field of a European variety…
It could be Rangelander
It could be a woody, indigestible variety…..



Lets look at a different example

I’m a Truck Salesman

BRADLEY’S  AUTO  DEALS! 



Bradley’s Auto Deals

Customer is a Cattle farmer
Needs a truck
Needs a fifth wheel to haul a cattle trailer
Need torque and power
Prefers a diesel



Bradley’s Auto Deals

Here is the truck I sold him…..



Bradley’s Auto Deals

This was his expectation for an engine…



Bradley’s Auto Deals

But he should have looked under the
hood!



Seeds are the same.

The paint job doesn’t indicate the HP.



Open the Hood!

You need to know what is inside that seed
to be completely satisfied with the results.



Dairy quality



3 cuts



Long lived



Make sure you get what you

                            NEED!



GRASS issues that can affect your farm!

Buyer Beware!



Tall Fescue
Excellent early and late season grazing
Waxy leaf holds quality through fall frosts
Tolerates some poor drainage
Great regrowth
Great yields in hay

But……



Do you know what you are
getting?

Tall fescue-issue endophytes
Endophytes are seed borne, and varietal.
They increase plant persistence, but….
Cattle consuming tall fescue infected with the
endophyte may succumb to three major
disorders:

1)Fescue foot,  2)bovine fat necrosis  3)fescue
toxicosis



Fescue Foot



We don’t want those problems..

You must be sure you have a variety that is
bred to be endophyte free!
Buy certified seed of a variety that is known
to be endophyte free.



Do you know what you are
getting?

Smooth brome is an aggressively creeping
grass with a great fit for making hay.
.



Meadow brome is a bunch type grass best
suited for pastures.



Accredited seed labs cannot necessarily
tell them apart in mixtures!
Buying Certified seed is the only way to
be sure you are getting the right genetics.



Do you know what you are
getting?

Westerwold annual ryegrass heads out in
the year of establishment.
Italian ryegrass will not.
Buying Certified seed will get you the
right trait that works for you.



Certified Seed Re-Cap

Has a paper trail
Steps are taken to protect genetic purity
Higher purity standards
Has a variety Name on the tag
That variety has known traits.



Do you know what you are
getting?

If you buy common seed, you are just
gambling with your seed…..



Gambling….

You could go to E-Bay and buy a cat, and
end up with this:



Or……this is still a cat…..



New Seed Technology

New varieties are needed to keep ahead
of diseases, pests, and to increase yields.



New Traits

Alfalfa breeders are scrambling to make
alfalfa better.
Traffic Tolerant™
Stand Fast™ technology
Hybrids
Low Lignin Alfalfa
LIRD-Low initial rate of Digestion



New Traits

Disease Resistance
Pest resistance
Salt tolerant alfalfa
Delayed leaf senescence
Reduction of non-productive responses to
sub-lethal stresses
Rounduup Ready Alfalfa



Most of this work is being funded by the
private industry.
The government doesn’t have the purse
for all this research anymore.
Royalties, paid through the sale of
certified seed are the only way the private
industry can justify doing this research.
We all gain from this research.



Can you justify the extra
cost?

What is the value of fewer weed seeds?
What is the value of having an alfalfa that
does what you want it to do?
What is the value of yield?  Or quality?
$1.00/lb more for seed=$10/acre
Over five years that is $2.00/acre
$0.03/lb hay price=67 lbs/acre to pay for
seed.



Summary

When you buy Certified Seed you are buying a
known trait, that is genetically pure.
You know what you need from your forage,
make sure you get it by selecting the right
variety!
Improvements in varieties are constantly being
made, but money for breeding is needed.
It doesn’t take a lot of extra hay to pay for the
increase cost of seed.


